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Then came the layering of the
gui tars in 'Bluebird ' -  'a l l  1 1,386
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laYering. imagining the studio
wizards who applied guitar after

i guitar. Fuzz-tone, banjo, acoustic,vn';^11 S-300i @2400) ii,':tTn:i*r*Hilx',',',';I\IEII L
i  gossamer romance to rock-hard
: nard-rock with the grace of a

rel l 's S-300i combines i  XLR input, the socket for the iPod/ i . ,S3O1'3: The ' .  .  i  Bentley leaving a motorway for a

a ful ly-balanced, Class i  iPhone cable and genuine WBT ; central diat iSno' '  i  windy road.
A preamplif ier section i speaker terminals. Even though i simplevolume i Throughout this drama,
and a 2x150W stereo i  this handsome, si lver-f inished baby i  control but a i  there's an overwhelming sense of

ampli f ier, employing the Current j  stands less tal l  than a CD jewel box, ;  rotaryencoder i  composure, the amp never putt ing

Mode technology found throughout i  Krel l  even supplies a pair of 'ears'for i  that navigates a foot wrong. No buzzes, no noises,

the range. Although compact at i  rack-mounting. i  throughthe i  no cl ipping-related nasties. True,

438x1o1x444mm (whd), it tips i ntso on an installation-friendly i input, balance i we didn't try this with the sort of
the scales at nearly 20 ki los. A i  note, the S-300i talks to after- i  andvolume ; speaker aimed at i ts beefier sibl ings,
good port ion of that is a gigantic, i  market, upscale touchscreen i  menu options. i  yet we think i t  wouldn't  balk at big
typically Krell ish, 75oVA toroidal i controllers such as those from AMX i this amp includes i Wilsons or Magicos, corner-fi l l ing
transformer, supported by 38,000 i and Crestron. I onebalanced j Tannoys or the mightiest Thiels.
microfarads of storage capacitance. i n i FtR) and three I But this is, after all, a sanely-
This is not your normal integrated i t,pF NAPOLEON COMPLEK? I singleended j priced integrated and as such will

amp's power supply. i Tiie S-300i made itself known from i 1nc4 inpr.rtt I be paired with similar!-priced
This integrated is bereft of j the get-go with a sound that's j plus a muhipin I speakers. Tack it on to some

nothing, features-wise. The S-300i I full and rich. Such wallop! Such iPodconnection. i Quad electrostatics, or like-priced
extension! Such sheer I Anunbalanced MartinLogans, and you wil l know

'The S-300i is like a small Ti:'l]!l'-t:991 i |.-:1Tl:1:' ; the meanins ora'barsain'
is like a small dog I joined bysingle

dog unafraid of some big, A{:'!:l_',"T*is, i :ly:i:l- i f,p- g
Iopins hound' i??il.i11?l;.:,';* i ffi?li'l.'H. i l::ffiffi[::'JiiJ:li'f::"T,

it's scrappy or yappy, ; and RS232 solut ion for people short of shelf
has an iPod/iPhone interface (cable : merely that i t  can punch well  above I control is also space, or lacking a spare AC outlet.
included) that derives audio from i i ts weight. i  otrered i  The S-300i is so good that i t  wi l l
their fully differential outputs i Wltn big bands, from Jools i i  even cause problems for Krell, not
- according to Krel l ,  no other i  Hol land back to some classic in- i  i  just i ts r ivals, because i t  behaves
manufacturer does this. i house Capitol sessions from the I i l ike a f 5000 pre/power combo. The

A hefty solid aluminium remote i t 950s, this amplif ier conveyed the i I distributor won't thank us for saying
operates all functions, including i requisite majesty with both realistic : i so, but this is an inexplicable, insane
those of a connected iPod or i  levels and convincing dimensions. I  I  give-away. We love i t .  O
iPhone, as well  as Krel l  CD, SACD, I l t 's as i f  the amp has a Napoleon
and DVD players. ;  complex and needs to keep proving

The S-300i features a number i that it can hang with the big boys.
of control menus, viewed via the i  small ,  del icate works l ike the Buffalo '  Poweroutput (<1%THD' 8/4ohm) 

| 
lesw / 31sw

Springfield's gorgeous 'Sad Memory' '  Dvnamicfront-panel  d isplay, foraccessing iSpr ingf ie ld 'sgorgeous'SadMemory" Dynamicpower(<1%THD,8/4i2l lohm) 1235w/43sw/280w/.13sw
customisable parameters and i  offered the real ist ic scale required i  outputimpeaance{2oHz-2okHzt I  o.oe2-o.12sohm
functions including balance, i  to reproduce a single vocal ist and I Frequencyresponr"lror.-rookH"sor,rnf i-oooorro+-:da
inputtr im, inputnamingandianacoust icgui tar ,wi tha| |of thei
muting level. Also included is i  woody harmonics present and
a home cinema pass-through i  accounted for with chi l l ing veracity. I  A'wtd s/N rat io (for 0dBw/1s0w) 

|  
Ta sdB i e6 3dB

for  unadul terated two-channel  i  And when the Nei l  Young solo -  I  Distort ion {1ow/8ohm' 20Hz'20kHz) |  
0.0075-0.026%

integrat ionintoasurround-sound i ' recordedacrosstown'-camein,  I  powerconsumption(rdle/Ratedo/p) loswlsosw
set-up. At the back panel are three i  the tremolo effect was as l iquid as
single-ended RCA inputs, a balanced i  we've ever heard i t .

Dimensions (WHD) |  438x101x444mm
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